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'we are in sight of each other': The Social Networks of Veterans
In 1809, Edward Close and Val Blomfield were both commissioned into the 48th, or Northamptonshire, Regiment of the British army. Together, they saw action at five of the major battles of the Peninsular War: Busaco, Albuera, Vittoria, Orthes and Toulouse. Close was also present at the crossing of the Douro and at the battles of Talavera and Nivelle, and Blomfield at Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz and Salamanca. Between them, they were in all of the major engagements of that decisive war, and both were awarded the Military General Service Medal: Blomfield with eight clasps and Close with seven. Both arrived in Sydney with the 48th Regiment in 1817, married within a year of each other, and sold their commissions. Captain Francis Allman, another of the 48th's men, joined them in New South Wales the following year. These three officers, all from the same regiment, decided to sell out and settle in New South Wales, with another officer of the 3rd Regiment (the Buffs) who had also been at Busaco, Albuera and those latter battles in the Pyrenees, Captain Samuel Wright. Deliberately they chose grants of land in the same place, the Hunter Valley. Blomfield wrote to his sister in 1829: The various patterns formed by social bonds will be examined to discover what connections there may be between those patterns and the behaviour of the people within those networks. Networks are communication mechanisms that can be used by their members to benefit themselves or others, and use of a network may involve the transmission of information, or of patronage, via personal connections. My concern is with the network of personal relations between individuals and how the social networks of individuals influence their actions. One of the pioneers of social network analysis, John Barnes, explained social networks in this way:
Each person is, as it were, in touch with a number of other people, some of who [m] are directly in touch with each other and some of who [m] are not … I find it convenient to talk of a social field of this kind as a network. The image I have is of a set of points, some of which are joined by lines. The points of the image are people, or sometimes groups, and the lines indicate which people interact with each other.
